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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE, 


Edinburgh Missionary Society. 

WE are happy to lay before ourreaders some recent intel- 
ligence se from two of the Society’s stations, commu- 
nicated by the secretary, the Rev. David Dickson. _ 

—<— D2 +o 
TARTARY. 
Astrachan, 

' Here Messrs. Mitchell and Dickson are stationed. A 
printing-press is established ; and on the 20th of November, 
(the date of the last letter,) three sheets and a half of an edi- 
tion of the Psalms, translated into Turkish by Mr. Dickson, 
were thrown off. James Peddie and Andrew Hunter, two of 
the ransomed natives, were engaged in the printing-office 
along with Mr. Mitchell; the former at the press, and the 
latter at the cases: besides a German pressman from Geor- 
ghiwsk. From the beginning of September, when they first 
received permission from the governor to commence their 
missionary labours, they had distributed nearly two hundred 
copies of the Turkish or Tartar New Testament, printed at 
Karass, together with a great number of Tracts in the same 
language, among the Tartars in the city, but chiefly among 
Persian merchants ; by whom they were received with un- 
common eagerness, completely understood, and carried.away 
with them to Derbent, Shirvan, and-even to Ispahan. There 
is every prospect, therefore, that when the Persian New Tes- 
tament, publishing by the Russiag Bible Society, is ready for 
distribution, it will obtain an easy entrance into the Persian 
dominions, and be gratefully received by the inhabitants. 
At Astrachan also, the repugnance of the Tartars to the cir- 
culation of the New Testament, which at first was extremely 
great, appears to be considerably diminished ; and in par- 
ticular, one of the most powerful of that tribe, from having 
threatened to injure the Missionaries, is become so friendly, 
as to have receiveda New Testament himself, and to have 
expressed a willingness that others of his countrymen should 
accept of copies, if they were so inclined. — 
— Vou. 1L—No. 22. ¥ 
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Orenburg. | 

Ar this station Messrs. Fraser and Macalpine are chiefly 
employed in acquiring such a knowledge of the dialect of the 
Tartar, spoken by the natives in that town and vicinity, as 
may qualify them for undertaking, as soon as possible, such 
a,revised and altered edition of the New Testament publish- 
ed at Karass, as may be easily understood by the Tartar 

opulation throughout that part of the Russian empire. Mr. 

raser has already a Tract nearly revised, which he intends 
to send to the Missionary press at Astrachan ; by circulating 
which, he will be able to judge how far he has already at- 
tained such a mnowserge of the dialect as shall justify him in 
proceeding immediately to revise the New Testament. In 
itinerating among the Kirghisian Tartars who are settled in 
tents in the neighbourhood of Orenburg, Mr. Macalpine is 
assisted by Walter Buchanan, a converted Circassian, and 
one of the youths ransomed at Karass, whose piety, know- 
ledge of the Scriptures, and Christian zeal, the Missionaries 
speak of in the highest terms. The Kirghisians, though Ma- 
homedans by profession, are represented to be in general ig- 
norant ef the hateful doctrine of that religion ; and have oa. 
comed and received instruction in the truth of Christianity, 
with a gratitude and earnestness that are truly delightful. 

We congratulate the Society on the prospects of usefulness 
which thus appear to be opened to its Missionaries in these 
distant and benighted regions. Orenburg is the key to Si- 
beria and Great ‘Tartary ; and from Astrachan the communi- 
cation is safe and constant with Persia, and the countries to 
the south of the Caspian. We learn, however, with regret, 
that the Society’s funds are in ,a very depressed state; and 
unless speedily remitted, its operations must languish. 

-—327o— 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
16th Anniversary, on Tuesday the 30th April. 


The annual meeting was held at I’reemason’s Hall: the Rt. Hon. Lord 
Gambier, Vice Patron and President in the chair. The Lord Bishop of Glou- 
cester, Lord Calthorpe, Sir Montague Cholmeley, Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Grant, 
upward of one hundred clergymen, and more than a thousand other members 
of the Society, ladies and gentlemen, were present. 

Many were obliged to go away for want of room. 

More than usual interest was given to this meeting, by the dismission to 
their labours in India of two English clergymen, the Rev. Benjamin Bailey and 
the Rey. Thomas Dawson, with their wives. 

It appeared from the Report, that the Society had advanced with a steady 
pace during its sixteenth year. Its income was £ 17,000, [about 75,555 dol- 
lars, | and its actual expenditure £ 14,000, which, with nearly £ 3,000 accep- 
tances, on account of the Indian and African Mission, bring the expenditure 

Imost to the full amount of the income. 
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The Society is every where enlarging its foreign operations, Toa corres- 
ponding committee at Calcutta an annual grant has been made of £ 1500; be- 
side the outfit of Missionaries and schoolmasters proceeding to these stations. 
A settlement has been formed at New Zealand, where an assignment of about 
400 acres of land has been made to the Society. In Africa, not much short of 
£6000 have been expended. The Rev. William Jowett has established him- 
self at Malta. Christian Institutions are begun, or are in preparation, in Sierra 
Leone, at Madrass, and Calcutta. The schools of the Society are every 
where increasing. More than a thousand children in Dr. John’s school at 
Tranquebar, are educated by the Society ; a large number at Madrass, and by 
the Calcutta committee ; in Africa, several hundreds;; and it appears by late 
accounts from thence, that from 2000 to 2500 liberated children are waiting 
for Christian instruction. 

The collections of the day amounted to nearly £ 300, [about 1533 dolls. ] 

It is earnestly requested that all the friends of the Society would unwearied- 
ly exert themselves, and fervently beseech the Great Head of the Church to 
prosper this and all similar institutions. The committee trust that the time is 
not far distant, when an association will be in action in every county in Eng- 
land and Wales, effective aid be rendered from Scotland, and their zealous co- 
adjutors of the Hibernian Auxiliary, enabled to diffuse their influence over the 
sister Island. 

The Rev. Messrs. Bailey and Dawson, with their wives, embarked at Graver- 
end, the 4th of May, on board the Hero, bound to Madrass. They had for 
fellow passengers three chaplains of the East India Company on the Madrass 
establishment, with their wives. 


—1D+o— 
INDIA. 


CALCUTTA AND NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

A LETTER just received from Mr. May, at Calcutta, has 
gladdened the hearts of the Directors. He proceeds with 
reat success in the formation of schools for the native chil- 
- oe, for which he possesses a happy talent. It appears that 
he has been enabled to establish twenty schools in Chinsu- 
rah, Calcutta, and the populous villages on the banks of the 
Hooghly river. In this good work he receives great encou- 
ragement from the legal authorities; who have appointed him 
Superintendent of these Schools. He earnestly wishes for 
additional help, which the Directors*will gladly afford as soon 
as possible. He will be greatly encouraged in a few months, 
we trust, by the arrival of Mr. H. Townly and Mr. Keith, 

who are going into that neighbourhood. 

-—S+o-- 


CHINA. 


Letrers have been received from Mr. Morrison, dated 
Oct. 11, and Nov. 4, 1815. In the printing of the Scriptures 
in the Chinese language, he still gives the preference to the 
use of stereotype wooden-blocks to that of moveable metal 
types ; his reasons for which, we have not at present room to 

etail. His duodecimo edition of the New Testament costs 
about half-a-crown per book, Mr. M. had received the copy 
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of the Chinese Dictionary, printed in Paris, sent him by the. 
Directors, of which he says it is merely a printed copy of a 
MS. which has long existed, and which is in his possession ; 
he hoped to have found it fuller than that: but he says, un- 
der some of the characters it contains less. Mr. Milne was 
well wien Mr. Morrison heard from him, diligently attending 
to the objects of his missiof. The Scriptutes and Tracts in 
Chinese are fast circulating in the Asiatic islands. 


1D +4+o—. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


A Letter has lately been received from Mr. Ebner, Mis- 
sionary at the Krall of Africaner, who was formerly the 
enemy of the Missionaries, and who occasioned the ruin 
of the Settlement at the Western Bath, in Great Nama- 
qua Country. 


Ma. Esner writes thus:—* Who could have imagined, 
that the late persecutor of the Christian congregation at the 
Warm Bath, should so suddenly be changed ; that the furious 
Africaner would be turned from a devouring lion into a gen- 
tle lamb! The prayer of the children of God seem to have 
been heard, and Mr. B——’s wish fulfilled. ‘“‘ May the Lord 
change his heart, that, like Saul of Tarsus, instead of heing 
a persecutor, he may become a promoter of the cause of 
Christ !”? This really now appears to be the case; for he is 
very zealous indeed in apenons the word of God, and con- 
versing thereon with the people.’ 

Mr. Ebner then proceeds to relate the circumstances of his 
removal to this place, and the commencement of his Mission- 
ary labours, with their apparent success. Some of the chil- 
dren, he says, begin to seek the Lord by prayer. He also 
mentions, that a man #rom-+he Damara country had called 
upon him, who, with great simplicity, related his experience. 

On the 23d of July, he baptized the first fruits of his Mis- 
sion in this place: three men and five women. Two of the 
former are the sons of the chief, Africaner. ‘ May the Lord 
confirm, preserve, and strengthen them.’ 

On the 24th of September, he conversed with Africaner on 
the state of his soul. He freely acknowledged his sin with 
much solemnity ; and especially his having beena murderer ; 
but expressed his hope in Christ, and that he would hereatter 
preserve him from sin. 

Mr. E. expresses an earnest desire for assistance in his 
work; and his expectation that Pella, which place he had 
left, would soon be supplied by Mr. Marquard (lately arriv- 





as 




































—_— ball 


SS YT J = 





HE CHRISTIAN HERALD. ‘S41 


é¢d from England,) and Mr. Bartlett, from Bethelsdorp. He 
adds, ‘ Brother Saas labours with success among the Coran- 
nas.’ 
—<D+o— 
CAFFRES. 


By a letter from Mr. Read, of Bethelsdorp, to Mr. Camp- 
bell, dated Jan. 8, 1816, it appears that there is now a pleas- 
ing prospect of introducing the Gospel among the Caffres, 
hitherto a wild and hostile race, but very numerous, suppos* 
ed to be 100,000 in number. Individuals of that nation, who 
have visited Bethelsdorp and other ‘places, having heard the 
Gospel, have returned to their country and spread a favoura- 
ble report. A woman, particularly, took a Bible with her 
from Bethelsdorp, which she reads amidst groups of atten 
tive people. A singular individual also, a native, goes from 
place to place, calling the attention of the people to religion ; 
declaiming against war, and exhorting his countrymen to 
pray to the true God. Swch effects are already produced, 
that a large kraal is distinguished by the name of Praying 
Caffres. They have repeatedly sent messages to Bethels- 
dorp, entreating that Missionaries may be sent among them ; 
thus, literally crymg out, like ‘the man of Macedonia, ‘ Come 
over and help us!’ They ‘have sent Mr. ‘Read word, that 
when he contes, hie need only ‘light a‘fire by way of signal on 
his side of the Great Fish River, and they will immediately 
cross to conduct him over. ‘Lately, when -a British officer 
had occasion to go into Caffraria, it being reported that a 
Missionary had arrived, the Caffres assemb!ed from every 
quarter‘to welcome him. Duly affected by ‘those striking in- 
dicistons of the divine pleasure, Mr. Read designs to visit the 
country in his way to Lattakoo; and Mr. Williams, one of 
the Missionaries intended for that place, has volunteered his 
services for the purpose of commencing the Caftre Mission. 


—— DIo— 
CIVILIZATION. 


_ While the religion of the Gospel is spreading rapidly in 
South Africa, civifization, its constant companion, is making 
equal progress. From a report just received of the settle- 
ment at Bethelsdorp, for the year 1813, it appears that the 
number of inhabitants, including the present residents, the 
people engaged in cutting and sawing timber, and the Hot- 
tentots now serving the farmers, amounts to 1170; the num- 
ber of cattle and sheep, 2,672 ; and the number of waggons, 
‘twenty-four. 
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More than 30 men are constantly employed in hewing and 
sawing timber, which is sold toa Mr. K. who transports it by 
sea to Cape Town, and for which return is made in various 
articles of utility. Much timber is also carried to Witenha- 

en and Graaff Reinet. From 12 to 20 men are employed 
in getting; others in burning lime ; and others in carrying 
salt into the interior. There are also two wheel-wrights, six. 
carpenters, two ‘shoemakers, two bricklayers, several brick- 
makers, one butcher, one tanner, three thatchers. Many of 
the women assist their husbands in gardening, making matts, 
baskets, blankets of sheep’s skins, &c. Thirty girls are dai- 
ly taught to knit ; and there are 18 girls in the sewing-school, 
who make shirts for sale. About 47 children read in the Bi- 
ble, write, and make some progress in arithmetic. 

Will any now say that the Missionaries neglect civiliza- 
tion? Let the friends of the Society tell all the world what 
the Gospel has done for Hottentots; and that a handful of 
Missionaries have done more in a few years to promote civil- 
ization in Africa, than a host of philosophers could have 
effected in a century. 

Since the commencement of the Institution, there have 
been baptized, Adults, 442; children, 289. 


DD +o 
Missionary Society, (in London.) 


[Continued from page 336. | 


The acceptance of the Report was moved by Mr. James, of Birmingham, in 
a speech of peculiar excellence, and which made a very powerful impression on 
the whole audience. He began by observing, That it was not only the most 
encouraging Report ever submitted to the friends of this Society, but perhaps 
the most important and interesting detail of one year’s operations ever laid be- 
fore the public by any kindred institution. It not only pointed to fields where 
our hopes were beginning to bud and blossom, but laid the fruits of our toils at 
our feet, and gathered the sheaves into our bosom. It not only held out the 
promise and resolution of future exertion, but contained a mass of solid and 
substantial success. There were two or three points of view in which he con- 
templated the Report with great pleasure. He was particularly delighted to 
see so much attention paid to the education of children, through all the Socie- 
ty’s important stations. Education is the most efficient auxiliary which a 
Missionary can draw to his assistance in the fields of Paganism, and he hoped 
the Directors would never fail to enforce upon their agents in foreign countries 
the vast moment of this plan. Mr. James remarked, that it gave him great 
pleasure also to see by the Report that the Directors are paying peculiar 
attention to the civilization of Africa, in connexion with their efforts to diffuse 
among its barbarous tribes the knowledge of Christianity. Christianity, 
wherever it is felt, in its influence upon the heart, is the germ of civilization ; 
but still, in its developement and growth, it may receive considerable assist- 
ance from the hand of skilful culture. He hoped, therefore, the Directors 
would go on still more vigorously in this part of their plan, and thus refute, by 
their conduct, the calumnies which had been thrown upon their operations. 
Mr. J. mentioned the pleasure which it gave him to see the Directors 
turning their attention to Asia, with the design of strengthening their Missions 
in that quarter of the world, 
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‘ Where now,’ inquired the speaker, ‘ are the men who, as if they had been 
favoured to look into the hidden decrees of God, pronounced at one time so 
confidently that the périod was not yet come for attempting the conversion of 
the heathen world ; whose breath was like a wind from the east, that must in- 
fallibly have nipped our institution in the bud, but for the vital principle it con- 
tained ; and whose objections, pattering like hail Pe our scheme, must have 
beat it tothe ground, but for the shielding arm of Omnipotence? The time 
not come yet! -As if there ever was a time when a.God of light and love was 
unwilling to bless the exertions of his people to enlighten and enliven a misera- 
ble world. I would not believe an angel,’ exclaimed Mr. J. ‘ who should tell 
me the time was not yet come, while, ratty B the medium of this Report, I 
heard the voice of God declaring, ‘* Behold, I do a great work in the earth !”” 
He called upon the meeting for still more ardent exertions, remarking that the 
success already granted was but a cordial administered to our hearts, which 
had begun to droop, in order that we might be stimulated to future and greater 
efforts. ‘Let us,’ said he, ‘ beware of lukewarmness, that slow, dull, lazy 
vice, which infects the hearts of some. Lukewarmness would convert the 
world into an universal sepulchre, and there entomb all the vital energies of 
man. Compared with this destructive vice, enthusiasm itself is harmless and 
venial. Even the bolts and lightnings which have issued from her wayward 
hand, and wander, misdirected, through the atmosphere of the moral world, 
are less to be dreaded than the chilling influence of lukewarmness. Much yet 
remains to be done. Eight hundred millions of immortal souls are still desti- 
tute of the Gospel. Multitudes are every day crowding into eternity from 
the midst of all their crimes. Since the business of the Meeting commenced, 
another, and another, and another soul has touched the quenchless fire, and ut~ 
tered the shriek of despair! He observed, We labour in the garden of the 
Lord ; but in the garden is a sepulchre, and we soon must lie init. Let us, 
therefore, ‘ work while it is called Day ; since the night cometh, in which no 
man can work.’ 

Mr. Roby, of Manchester, seconded the motion, with many sensible and ju- 
dicious remarks, of which we can only give the substance. 

‘The facts stated in the Report ought to be acknowledged as the broad 
seal of Heaven, stamped not only on the object, but also on the measures of this 
Society. In the design of expatiating on the more interesting parts of that Re- 
port, I have been anticipated by my_respected friend, and though little remains 
for me to say, yet I cannot help remarking, that the Report has produced in 
my mind a more impressive conviction than ever, on two important points. 
The first is, That if the Directors be invited to occupy certain spheres of Mis- 
sionary labour, they ought not to hesitate, om account of the unpromising cha- 
racter and circumstances of the population. Supposing the stations proposed 
be parallel in every other respect, then doubtless, the most populous, civilized, 
and accessible, claim the preference; but the history of this Society, and espe- 
cially the Report of the past year, affords practical evidence of the interesting 
fact, that the Gospel of Christ, accompanied by the energy of the Holy Spirit, 
is effectual to civilize and to Christianize the most licentious, the most super- 
stitious, the most barbarous and brutal of the human race; and that attending 
to the calls of Providence, we may send the Gospel to the most degraded of 
the heathen tribes, in the confident hope of success. Many have protested 
against our Missions to Africa and the islands of the Southern Ocean, founding 
their opposition on the state of the inhabitants; but surely, according to the 
admirable train of reasoning pursued in the sermon delivered last night, such 
objectors, after hearing our Report, must for ever “ hold their peace.” . God 
has given the greatest degree of success to the labours of our Missionaries 
among the most uncivilized of the heathen; and to neglect them, with such 
marks of divine approbation before us, would be, in my opinion, little less than 
to ‘* fight against God.” 

‘ The second point impressed on my mind by this morning’s Report is, That 
if the Directors of this Society have, by the providence of God, entered ona 
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sphere of labour, they ought not, from the want of success, to abandon that 
station hastily, but to wait with much patience for desired success. With 
what painful feelings have many of us reflected on the long continued unfruit- 
fulness of the South Sea Mission! But how admirable was the patient perse- 
verance of the Missionaries themselves! For my own part, I could not but 
hope that their unwearied disposition to remain at their post, amidst all dis- 
couragements, was a token that God intended ultimately to succeed their ef- 
forts, and, thanks to his name, these expectations are now realized. They 
‘who have long sown in tears are now reaping with joy. In reading or hearing 
your Report on these subjects, the. prejudices ‘of the well disposed will not only 
subside, but be exchanged for exultation a: d gladness... Those who have for- 
merly objected, will, like the remonstrants against the first Christian Mission, 
not only hold their peace, but glorify God for his ‘having granted to the most 
abandoned of the Gentiles repentance unto life.” Angels unite in their exul- 
tations on this account. If they rejoice over one sinner, in common circum- 
stances, brought to repentance, what must be their joy in hearing of the many 
hundreds, apparently in. the most desperate state, lately converted, through 
the labours of your Missionaries, to the faith of Christ ! 

‘In hearmg the Report this morning, I could not help imagining the bliss 
which will be enjoyed in Heaven from a review of successful Missionary ef- 
forts. What does that individual now feel, into whose heart it first entered to 
bring the Gospel into Britain! and what do they enjoy who aided his exer- 
tions in the glorious enterprise, whilst they reflect on its blessed effects! What 
does the apostle Paul feel in reviewing his labours, as the great Missionary of 
the Gentiles !— What does an Elliot, a Brainerd, a Vanderkemp feel !—What 
will our Morrison enjoy !—What will our Missionaries in general, who continue 
faithful to death, experience in the review of their labours !—What will our 
revered Father Bogue enjoy ia the thought of having been employed by di- 
vine Providence, as the instrument of preparing many of them for their suc 
cessful ministrations !—What shall we all feel who, from love to, the Saviour, 
have contributed in any way to the success of Missionary exertions! It is 
impossible to describe the blessedness arising from this source. It will be simi- 
lar in its nature, and only inferior in degree, to that felicity which our adora- 
ble Saviour will enjoy through eternity, when, looking on his redeemed out of 
every nation, and kingdom, and people, ¢* he shall see of the travail of his sout, 
and be satisfied.” 

It is needless tc add that a Report, evincing so clearly the progress of the 
Society, and the extension of its usefulness in the conversion of multitudes of 
souls, was received with heart-felt satisfaction and much thanksgiving by the 
whole congregation. ‘The text ofthe preacher on the preceding evening, fur- 
wished the Members of the Society with a devout exclamation—* Then hath 
God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life !?_ . 

Thanks to the Directors for their services were moved by Dr. Styles, o 
Brighton, in a speech of much vigour, and to the following effect : 

‘In rising to propose a vote of Thanks to the Directors for the services ren- 
dered by them to the Missionary Society during the past year, you will grant 
me your indulgence while, for a few moments, ‘Idisclose to you my sentiments 
and feelings. The cause in which we are embarked, is ¢mphatically the 

atest and the first. All other objects sink into comparative insignificance. 

he Missionary Society is dear to my heart, dearer than any of those numer- 
ous and valuable Institutions which religion and benevolence have created, 
and which are unquestionably the chief glory of our country. The Missiona- 
ry Society is interwoven with my earliest and most powerful associations. Ne 
sooner was new life infused into my nature, and the eyes of my understanding 
opened, than my attention was directed to the institution, then in a state of 
infancy. Like the cloud which the prophet beheld from the summit of mount 
Carmel, it appeared about the size ofa man’s hand. Some deprecated its ap- 
_ proach, as if it were charged with the lightning and the fury-of Heaven, others 
deemed it an empty vapour, that would soon pass away; but it was my pri- 
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viiege to be connected with those who saw in it a messenger of Mercy, fraught 
with blessings to a famished world. We imagied that we heard the sound 
of abundance of rain; nor were we mistaken. It covers the whole face of the 
Keavens, and drops down fatness upon the thirsty nations. Whatever can at- 
tract man as a lover of his kind, &s a social and immortal being, this society 
possesses in a superlative degree. For ‘my part, 1 love every thing that is 
triendly to the sympathies and charities of human nature. We live in a 
world where all things conspire to interrupt and suppress them; where the 
institutions of society, and the prejudices arising from pride and the collission of 
party, oppose their gratification and threaten their extinction. The friends of 
umanity, therefore, who feel no antipathies, but against ignorance and vice, 
and to whom every thing human is a subject of affectionate interest, are im- 
periously called upon to unite in promoting every object that affords a rea- 
sonable+promise of meliorating the condition of their fellow-creatures ; and 
where there is a great variety of such objects, and our means and energies are 
limited, an election should be made of those which open the fairest prospects 
of success, and the operation of which is both simple and extensive, embracing 
all the interests of Time and all the glories of Eternity. Such an object is the 
Missionary Society ; but there is such a peculiar sanctity in its character, it is 
so thoroughly imbued with the ignominious qualities of that cross which has 
ever been a stumbling-block to the Jews and foolishre’s to the Greeks, that in 
general it can only ‘look for support among those who, ithbibing the apostolic 
spirit, can glory in that which excites the world’s —, Not to feel a 
lively interest in those plans, which are designed’to extend the empire and 
glory of that divine and spiritual réligion which it is our happiness to possess, 
—not to enrol our names as active and efficient inémbers of those societies 
which have this grand and beneficent object in view, is to be deficient in a 
very essential requisite of Christian character, and to be actuated by a totally 
difierent spirit from that which has distinguished ‘the Church‘in modern times, 
—a spirit, with which Christian Britain has been remarkably imbued, and 
which has lived and triumphed amidst those political convulsions of the earth 
which have been most uncongenial with its mature, most opposed to its influ- 
ence. During the awful struggle of more than twenty years, in which the fate 
ef Europe hung in trembling suspense; when tyranny, under all its forms, 
threatened to annihilate order and freedom in every state, when the founda- 
tions of the earth were out of course, the stin and the moon térned into blood, 
and when a scene was presented to the affrighted imagination like that which 
our great poet describes at the appropriated residence of the demon of Evil ; 


during the whole of that long, dismal, and appalling struggle, the Shekinah of 


divine glory shone with uncreated brightness from the heights of Zion, a bea- 
con to the universe. The peaceful religion of the holy ‘Jesus spread more 
widely its influence than at any former period since the’days of the apostles, 
and while our highly-favoured country was sustaining the whole shock of the 
political tempest, she was the chief instrument of Mercy to an afflicted world, 
the Missionary of the nations, the tutelary Angel of the human race! In Zion 
was God known, his hame was great in Israé¢l. ‘To be zealous and devoted to 
this great cause, resolving to promote it to the utmost of our power, making it 
paramount to every earthly consideration, has been stigmatized as enthusiasm. 
There is indeed a fanatical temper which is as foreign from the spirit of true 
religion, as it is repugnant to its interests; but not to be zealously affected in a 
good thing, is to possess the naine of Christian, and to be destitute of the power 
of Christianity. For what is this zeal? What, but the noble conduct, expres- 
sion, and enérgetic display of ali the virtues of Christianity! It is the impulse 
of Faith that would create th? scene it anticipates ; it is Hope on the wing to 
plant the tree of life that we may enjoy its fruits; it is Holiness labouring to 
eheck the torrent of abounding iniquity ; and Charity, wiping away the tears 
from the cheek of Sorrow, placing the crown upon the head of her adorable 
Lord, and inspiring the children of men with mutual kindness and universa} 
brotherhood. It was this zeal that gave prominence to the moral glories which 
throw a sphere of light around our great Redeemer! 
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» JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
OBITUARY 


Of Miss Emily Newenham, who died in August 1815, 


, aged thirteen years.. 

* AFFLICTIONS are as nails driven by the hand of grace, which crucify us 
to the world. The husbandman ploughs his lands, the gardener prunes his 
trees, to make them fruitful ; the jeweller polishes his diamonds, to make them 
shine the brighter; the refiner flings his gold into the furnace, that it may 
come out the purer; and God afflicts his people to make them better.” I 
have seen the truth of this observation strikingly exemplified in the conduct of 
a dear friend under many trying afflictions. She has been, indeed, in the fur- 
nace of affliction, and has come forth brighter and brighter; the Refiner has 
gat by, purely to purge away her dross; and, while under his afflicting hand, 
has given her strong consolation and good hope through grace. Her last sad 
Joss was a dear child, in the thirteenth year of her age. Her joy and comfort 
under this bereavement was, that she was not taken till she had been made 
partaker of the hope of the Gospel; she saw the Lord’s Christ, and departed 


kD peace. 

This child had always evinced a remarkable sweetness of disposition : hav- 
ing a most tender and affectionate heart, she had endeared herself to her pa- 
rents and friends. For near a year preceding her dissolution, she had been 
in a declining state of health, and passed through much suffering, which she 
bore with uncommon patience, abd the sweetest gentleness. Her anxious pa- 
rents carried her from place to place, to obtain medical aid ; but, while their 
hopes were thus sustained, her friends saw with deep regret, that she was has- 
tening to an early grave. For some time she did not evince any remarkable 
change of heart: but as she drew near the close of life, her views of the atone- 
ment became clear, and her evidence of her renewed life bright, so as to as- 
tonish all who beheld her, and heard her infant tongue proclaim the salvation 
of Jesus. 

After a night of most painful suffering, she had fallen asleep ; upon awak- 
ing, she threw her arms round her mother’s neck, and with the most tender 
expressions of love, she said, ‘*O mamma, how glad I should be to go to my 
God, who has made al] my peace; leaving me, a poor sinner, nothing to do for 
myself, but for the sorrew | feel at the thought of grieving my poor parents ; 
for surely no child ever had such dear parents |” 

During this time of most bitter suffering, her afflicted mother writes, ‘* My 
sweet child never uttered one impatient word, but was full of thankfulness to 
all around her; giving praises to God incessantly, who had opened her lips to 
declare the free salvation of Jesus, and who enabled her to rejoice in beholding 
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus... Thus did God ordain 
praise from the mouth of this babe. Experienced Christians who witnessed 
her triumph over the last enemy, declared they had never beheld so edifying 
a sight, or seen so bright an instance of the grace of Christ, which bringeth 
salvation, and enlarges the heart to show forth the praises of redeeming love ; 
ceiving to this child wisdom above her years, and such a view of her own heart, 
and of the freedom of salvation, as was truly astonishing. 

When asked, was there any good thing in the creature to recommend to the 
divine favour, she replied, with the greatest energy, “ No, no!” her heart, she 
said, was evil, and only evil, and that continually ; that in her there was no 
good thing; that through Jesus alone she expected salvation. She remember- 
ed, she said, having heard her unele say, that the death-bed was the place 
where the Christian would be known; that she now felt that she was one; 
that through Jesus Christ alone, who died for her, she enjoyed that peace 
which is the peculiar privilege of the Christian in the hour of death; that Je- 
sus supported her under ali her afllictions; and that through him alone she 
hoped to be soon with him. She was called to endure a severe conflict of most 
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acute bodily suffering, ere her happy spirit was dismissed ; but, according to 
her hope, her Saviour did not leave nor forsake her : he gave her inward peace 
and joy unspeakable ; the everlasting arms were underneath her, and the ene- 
my had no advantage over her; the dark valley of the shadow of death was, 
enlightened by the rays of the Sun of Righteousness; her great High Priest 
went before to make straight paths for her feet, so that the flood did not come 
nigh her; angels ministered unto her; her emancipated spirit entered into the 
courts of the Lord, amidst joyful acclamations, where she now beholds Jesus 
as he is, and is for ever exempt from sin, and pain, and sorrow ! 


‘¢ She ranges now the heav’nly plains, 

And sings in sweet, heart-melting strains ; 
And now her soul begins to prove 

The heights and depths of Jesus’ love. 

He cheers her with eternal smiles ; 

She sings hosannas all the whiles ; 

Or, overwhelm’d with rapture sweet, 
Sinks down adoring at his feet !” 


Her poor suffering body now rests in the grave till the morning of the resur- 
rection ; then shall the trumpet sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupti- 
ble, and we shall be changed. That body, worn out with sickness, and sown 
in corruption, shall rise in transcendant beauty and splendour, arrayed as a 
bride adorned for the bridegroom, and be reunited to its beatified spirit. 

When we hear such a testimony borne to the religion of Jesus, are we not 
convinced of its peculiar excellence? What but that faith which overcometh 
the world, could thus disarm death of its sting, make the bed of suffering a 
Bethel—separating the heart from surrounding objects, and causing this child 
to rejoice in the hope of the glory of God? Are we not constrained to cry out, 
“* Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his??? 

Let us view its power, also, in supporting and consoling the afflicted and be- 
reaved Christian. It alone has supported the fond mother, and enabled her to 
rejoice in th® hour of sorrow, as she thus writes: “I cannot but praise God 
for his abundant mercy, vouchsafed me in the midst of my troubles, as I be- 
held my sweet suffering child ; and that the most remote thought of danger oc- 
curred to me. I felt as if 1 must die before her, I so shuddered at the idea; and 
yet now God enabled me to be satisfied with his dealings towards me, and even 
to thank and praise him for his rich display of free mercy and love abundantly 
bestowed upon the dear child that was mine, and now reigns with God in glo 
ry; nor would I have it otherwise, were it in my power. Let us view the 
hardness of the heart of man, the awful distance he is from God by nature, 
how many are in the broad and crowded)road that leads to destruction; the 
disquietude that is spread oyer the face of the earth; and then consider, could 
we wish to bring back to this sinful world those dear objects redeemed from 
amongst men, placed at the right hand of God, where no more sin nor sorrow 
ean reach them? At least, if I know myself, I could not; but I behold them, 
with joy, and peace, and thankfulness, in sure dwellings and in quiet resting- 
places, secured from the storm, and sheltered from the heat. This is my 
comfort in my trouble, and I feel my heart enlarged with thankfulness when I 
consider that neither distance nor climate, nor things present, nor life, nor 
death, could separate the love of God from my darling child Robert, whose 
death I could never bear to think of till now, without murmuring: but, with 
my darling Emily, I view him as the ransomed of the Lord, who shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away ; and evea while my 
poor selfish heart is continually following my loved Emily to the grave, I do not 
tind myself there as a weeping mother ; but remembering that she is ascended 
up on high, I am restored again, and enabled to give God praise for his re- 
deeming love, freely and abundantly bestowed upon my sweet child.” 

Here we see that the consolations of God are not small: when he giveth 
peace, who then can give trouble? So inexpressiLly sweet and consoling are 
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‘the supports of the Gospel, when the afflicted soul is led by the Spirit of God 
to them alone for comfort. Poor afflicted Hagar was directed by an angel to 
a fountain of water; she drank, and was refreshed. Let the mourner fly to 
Jesus, the fountain of life; there he may drink, yea, drink abundantly. They 
that sow in tears shall reap in joy. God is emphatically called the God of all 
consolation. This the afflicted believer experiences; and this experience ani- 
mates his hope and brightens his evidéace of an interest in Jesus. 

The death-bed of a Christian is edifying ; it ought to make a deep and last- 
ing impression on our hearts; but surrounding objects call off our thoughts ; 
those things which are seen and are temporal engross us wholly, and our seri- 
ous impressions are too frequently as the morning cloud and early dew which 
passeth away. Let the admonitory voice be heard, ‘* Be ye also ready, for in 
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh.’ 

In beholding this sweet flower cut off thus early, let ‘the young be admonish- 
ed. There is no security in youth orhealth. Death spares not, and often comes 
at the most unexpected momest. Acquaint thyself now with God, and be at 
peace ; thereby shall good come unto thee. Let the aged be also admonished 
to' prepare for that awful account they are shortly to give ; and let none expect 
to stand in their own righteousness, when they hear this child declaring that 
her heart was evil, and her only hope was Jesus. ‘Let parents be admonished 
to train up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; thereby 
shall they have hope in their death: and in educating their children for eterni- 
ty instead of time, shall reap a full reward. If spared to them, such an educa- 
tion will best secure that dutiful obedience which will be a solace to their de- 
elining years; ahd should they be ‘called to resign their beloved offspring to 
Him who gave them, how great will be their consolation if they have been ho- 
noured instruments in training up an heir of glory; and even should they not 
be so highly favoured as to see their labours owned of God, they will be spar- 
éd the inexpressibly bitter pang of self-condemnation. 

PHBE. 
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DOMESTIC. 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 
Remarks on the Jews. 


Ar a period like the present, a period unexampled in the 
history of the Church of God, the heart that can remain un- 
touched at the contemplation of what is doing for the propa- 
gation of divine truth in the world, unaffected at the noble 
exertions for the diffusion of the light of the glorious Gospel 
of God our Saviour to the benighted inhabitants of heathen 
lands, must be strangely perverted. Such a person, if pro- 
fessing to be a Christian, has reason to question the sincerity 
of his profession, and gives little ground for congratulating 
either'the ‘goodness of his heart or the soundness of his head. 
The Infidel may indeed boast of his philanthropy, and affect 
to'pity the infatuation of so many great and good men, devot- 
ing their time and money to such an object; but he only be- 
trays his ignorance of its importance. There is, however, 
another class, who, while they do not deny divine revelation, 
and cannot, and dare not join the blasphemers of the God of 
Israel, yet not receiving the testimony he hath given us of his 
Son, feel no interest in the great events passing around them, 
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and view with cold indifference the Bible Society of Britain 
and the world, the Missionary Associations whose diffusive 
benevolence spreads itself over'the most distant seas, and 
embraces the inhabitants of every clime. ‘The sons of cir- 
cumcision, the children of Abraham according to the flesh, see 
no beauty in Him whom we hail as “ as the chief among ten 
thousand and altogether lovely ;”” he is to them what the spi- 
rit of prophecy declared Messiah should be, “a rogt out of 
a dry ground, without form or comeliness ;”’ they desire him 
not: they hide as it were their faces from him, they — 
him as “ smitten of God and afflicted ; he is despised and re- 
jected.” It is in vain to urge the language of their own pro- 
phets, the state of their nation, the intrinsic evidence of Chris- 
tianity, the melioration of society wherever it has prevailed 
in any tolerable degree of purity ; in vain that the power of 
divine grace is exhibited in individual after individual, of 
cilliailien on multitudes, who, through the faith of the Gos- 
pel, have been turned from dumb idols to serve the livin 

God, and from vice and infamy to sobriety, usefulness, fe 
the dignity of their rational nature. Still the thick ygil of 
ancient prejudice enshrouds their minds, and cherished’ with 
religious care, and handed down from father to son, hides 
from their view the clearest light, the brightest evidence of 
truth. Such at this day are the Jews; and though the at- 
tempt to convince them that they are wrong, that they lie un- 
der a fatal error in their interpretation of the prophecies, 
may be almost deemed chimerical, yet let us not despair. 
Although at one time nothing might reasonably be expected, 
yet at another, when circumstances are materially changed, 
and the aspects of proyidence open a door for hope, we may 
not only permit its indulgence, but look with a degree of con- 
fidence for the divine blessing on our “ work of faith and 
love.” Ina former communication, I noticed the favourable 
situation of the Israclites dwelling amongst us, in a country 
where persecution is unknown, and the experience of injus- 
tice and oppression has never excited feelings of animosity. 
I would now pursue a little further the hints then dropped, 
and inquire more particularly what may be done by those 
who, feeling the magnitude of the object, and knowing in their 
own experience the power of that “ grace of God which 
bringeth salvation,?’ have long been earnest in prayer on be- 
half of the chosen seed, fully assured that the day is coming, 
when God will “‘ take away their reproach and gather them 
with great mercies ;”? when their children shall be all taught 
of God, and established in righteousness ; when he shall create 
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 
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And now, when so much is doing for the gathering in of 
the Gentiles, and the Lord of the harvest is affording abun- 
dant encouragement to persevere in the good work ; does it 
not call on Christians to arouse their brethren in the faith of 
Moses and the prophets, to consider and turn unto the Lord ; 
to show them the danger of continuing any longer to resist 
the invitations of his grace, and the testimony of his word and 
pe rg Spey the deliverer from the wrath to come ? 
should they not be exhorted to look on him whom they pierced 
and mourn? Let them be entreated to view him lifted up 
** even as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,” that 
so they may be healed, and may no longer rest in a cold and 
formal repetition of prayers and a superstitious veneration for 
the Hagiographa, while ignorant of their ultimate design ; 
and a bhin devotion to the sayings of learned rabbies, men 
sinful like themselves ; but coming to Him who is “ the end 
of the law for righteousness,” whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation for sin through faith in his blood, may find rest 
to their souls ; may no longer walk in darkness, but have the 
light of life ; may take his yoke upon them, and experience 
it to be easy ; and his rea ty and find it to be light. En- 
treat them to come, that they may know for themselves, the 
reign of that Holy Spirit in their hearts, who is indeed the 
comforter, the sanctifier, the earnest of “ the inheritance in- 
corruptible, undefiled and that fadeth not away !”? Yes; let 
Christians unite in a frank and affectionate appeal to the heirs 
of promise on the genuine spiritual nature of that promise, 
and the covenant made with Abraham their father, that in 
him * all the nations of the earth should be blessed :” invite 
them to a candid investigation of the evidences that this cove- 
nant and these promises are all fulfilled in Jesus ; that they 
are all yea and amen to the glory of God by us who believe 
in Him that raised Jesus from the dead, and I am bold to say 
the appeal will not be in vain. There are many of those who 
have been brought up here, whose consciences, notwithstand- 
ing the peculiarity of their education, are far from being satisfi- 
ed with the lifeless ceremoniesof their worship ; who feel that 
something more is necessary to take away sin, than a mise- 
rable contribution of shillings and pence, for the sacrifices of 
the altar; something better than even the blood of bulls and 
goats ; some nobler propitiation than the death of the body, to 
expiate the sin of the soul; some purer righteousness requir- 
ed than they have ever attained by their partial observance 
of the ceremonies of their law ; who dare not think on death : 
to whom the idea of eternity is fraught with terror, and whose 
hearts experience an aching void. Oh that these might be 
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persuaded to come! Oh that to these the Gospel might be 
made the power of God and the wisdom of God to eternal 
life! Why should we delay? “ the Spirit and the Bride say 
come : let him that heareth say come ; let him that is athirst 
come ; and whosoever will, let him come, and take of the 
water of life freely!" It is ours to use the means ; “ he that 
observeth the wind will not sow, and he'that regardeth the 
clouds shall not reap.’? We are not to be discouraged by ap- 
pearances, nor to wait for miracles. But let us make use of 
the means placed in our power; let us seek to establish truth, 
rather than assault prejudice, and follow the footsteps and 
example of the successful heralds of their Master’s cross, 
who at Ephesus, that centre of idolatry and superstition, were 
not found blasphemers of their goddess, and of the image that 
fell down from Jupiter, but taught the people “ of Jesus and 
the resurrection.” This is our duty; and in the discharge 
of it we may reasonably hope for a blessing. 
—<te— PHILO ISRAEL. 

Quarterly Meeting of the N. Y. Sunday School Association. 

Tue Officers and Committee of the New-York Sunday 
School Union Society, with the Superintendents and Trustees 
of the schools, and a respectable assemblage of subscribers 
and citizens, held their second Quarterly Meeting on Monday, 
the 5th instant, in the Rev. Dr. Mason’s Church, at 4 o’clock 
P. M. 

The Rev. Mr. Ostrander opened the meeting with prayer ; 
after which Richard Varick, Esq. the President, read the con- 
stitution of the society. 

Reports of the Managers of twenty-four schools, connected 
with the institution, were then read from the chair. It appear- 
ed that these schools, and two others from which no reports 
were received, are conducted by about 50 superintendents 
and 200 teachers, and that they comprise about 2500 learn- 
ers, boys and male adults. 

The Reports were heard with much interest and satisfac- 
tion. They were happily adapted to show, that nothing but 
an acquaintance with the effects of the Sunday School system, 
is wanting to secure co-operation, or at least the best wishes, 
of every friend of humanity and religion. It was highly gra- 
tifying to see, by the reports, the determination of the gentle- 
men who have engaged in the management and instruction of 
the schools, to persevere. They have seen the tendency, 
and rejoiced in the effect of their labours. Their hearts are 
engaged in the object, and they will not shrink from the pri- 
vations or self-denials which the accomplishment of this ob- 
ject may involve. 
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The schools have evidently been rising in usefulness and 
importance since the former quarterly meeting. The general 
regney attendance, the diligence, the cleanliness, and 
good behaviour, and the attainments of the learners, and, in 
many instances, the thankful acknowledgments of their pa- 
rents, were particularly noticed in the reports. | 

It was stated, with deep regret from pa chair, as also by 
one of the committee who addressed the meeting, and by se- 
veral of the Reports, that there was a deficiency of teachers 
in schools already established. It was also stated, that there 
is a loud call for the formation of new schools, as there are 
still thousands of uneduéated children, to whom the blessings 
of this institution had not extended. An appeal was, there- 
fore, made to the friends of education, of social order, and of 
human happiness, on behalf of this object, which, it is hoped, 
will not be ineffectual. 

Among other benefits of the general nature, resulting from 
the Sunday Schools, it is gratifying to observe, that the ap- 
—— and admission of above 300 children to the Free 

chools in this city, since the Ist of May last, (a number un- 
paralleled in the same period of time,) is ascribed chiefly to 
their influence. 

The thanks of the Officers and Committee of the Society 
were unanimously voted to the superintendents and teachers, 
for their arduous and unremitted exertions in the schools, 
and for the very handsome and interesting Reports presented 
by them to the meeting. 

Thanks were also voted to the Trustees of the Church 
opened for the accommodation of the meeting. . 

The following Resolutions were unanimously carried :. 

Resolved, That this meeting view with high satisfaction the 
proceedings of the members of the Philom and Columbian 
Academies, in generously giving garments for the learners 


‘in the Sunday Schook ‘connected with the Rutgers-street 


Church ; and also the kindness of the Dorcas Society, in fit- 
ing those garments for use, as represented in the report from 
that school ; and also, that other donations of this kind, as 
well as every other effort to benefit the schools, shall be grate- 
fully acknowledged. 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Officers and Committe be 
iven to Mr. Carter, Mr. Home, Mr. Wheaton, Messrs. 
SRchees and Luffborrow, Mr. Pierce. and all other gentlemen 
who have gratuitously appropriated their school rooms and 
their personal services to the benefit of the Sunday Schools. 
The meeting was concluded with prayer by the Rev. J. R. 
B. M‘Teod. By order of the Board, 


New-York, Aug. 5, 1816, E. LORD, Sec’y. 











